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THE JOY IS IN THE JOURNEY
—

What an amazing year 2016 was for us here at Hope Church!  One major mile-
stone is that we celebrated 15 years together as a family of faith.  And what a 
celebration it was!  It’s hard to believe all that God has done since our origi-
nal gathering of 18 adults in my living room. To Jesus and Him alone be all 
the glory! Through this resource, we invite you to celebrate all that God has 
allowed us to see happen over the past year.  We’ve seen hundreds of people 
come to faith in Christ and follow Him in baptism.  We have had the oppor-
tunity to see churches planted up and down the West coast.  We have shared 
in God’s activity on six continents around the world.  This is just a snapshot 
of the amazing grace of God on our fellowship. Let me just say, I could not be 
more excited about the future God has for us as a family of faith!  He prom-

ises us in the book of Jeremiah: 
 

“For I know the plans that I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for 
welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.”

Jeremiah 29:11

I am excited about the future because God’s plan is a good plan!  He desires to 
accomplish MORE through us as family!  While the future is exciting and we 
are thanking God for all that He has yet to accomplish, we recognize that God 
has already done more through us than we could ever deserve. The report 
you hold in your hand is a testimony of what God has done over the past year.  
In it you will find different figures and statistics that describe God’s gracious 
activity through Hope Church.  I pray that you will be encouraged to thank 
Him for inviting us into His activity and challenged to pray for MORE – more 
of His presence in our lives and more of His activity in and through the life of 

our church in the forthcoming year. 

As your pastor, I am humbled by the privilege of leading this fellowship into 
experiencing more of Jesus.  As we move into 2017 and the years to come as 
a church family, let’s continue to seek the face of God together for all that He 

wants to do to expand His Kingdom through us. 

Co-laboring with you,

Pastor Vance Pitman 
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On May 30th, 2002, Zeke Tomaselli graduated from Hilo High 
School. The very next day he left the island of Hawaii and moved 
to Las Vegas. He had been in trouble, losing scholarships to col-
lege, and needed a fresh start. He had an older sister living in Ve-
gas already, and his mom sent him to live with her. When Zeke 
arrived at the airport, his sister met him, and the first thing she 
wanted to do was take him to meet her pastor. Out of respect 
for his sister, he agreed. That was a day that ended up changing 
his life! 

That day Zeke met Pastor Vance and the rest of the staff at Hope. 
They began investing in him and discipling him, and it was 
through their influence that Zeke came to know Christ. As Zeke 
began to grow in this relationship with God, God called him into 
ministry. Zeke served at Hope in many areas from youth to wor-
ship arts. Being able to serve in these ministries allowed him to 
grow in the calling God has placed on his life. Part of this growth 
was God giving him a passion for the people of Hawaii. He knew 
that one day God would bring him back to his home state to min-
ister to the people there. 

It was also through Hope where Zeke and his wife Layne met and 
were married. Both had a calling and passion for missions and 
knew God was going to use that greatly in their lives. In 2009, as 
God continued to grow their hearts for Hawaii, they ended up 
moving farther away from  Zeke’s home state. They were plan-
ning to move to Virginia where Zeke could finish his schooling 
but ended up staying in Tennessee with Layne’s family while her 
father had cancer treatment. During this time God healed her 
father and brought new connections into their lives for Zeke and 
Layne to serve in a small church in rural Tennessee. 

As they served at this Church, God began to grow within them 
the calling to Hawaii and more clearly define what that would 
look like.  Through a church planting focus by the North Ameri-
can Mission Board, God showed the Tomasellis that He was 
calling them to plant a church in Hawaii. After much prayer, 
counsel, and evaluation, the couple moved back to Vegas to take 
part in church planter training. Zeke was back on staff at Hope, 
this time as a Church Planting Apprentice. God used this time to 
grow and develop Zeke and define the calling of what it would 
look like to plant a church in Zeke’s hometown of Hilo, Hawaii. 
This was the beginning of Ohana Church.

After a year of training it was time to move to the field! Hope 
sent this couple out with much support. As they arrived in Hilo, 
God began to open up doors to build relationships with many of 
Zeke’s friends who were still living in Hilo, most of which had no 
relationship with God! In fact, that first weekend the Tomasellis 
were in Hilo, these friends threw a party for them at the beach, 

LOST, SAVED, AND SENT
—

by LAYNE TOMASELLI

another let them live in his home until they could find a house, 
and many more helped them move once their belongings ar-
rived. God was opening up the doors wide to build relationships 
and share the Gospel! 

Ohana Church officially launched on April 20th, 2014. Since then 
many have come to know Christ, and three more churches have 
been started with plans for two more! Ohana Church now has 
about 60 people gathering each week for worship and 25 con-
nected in Community Groups on a regular basis! God continues 
to move in great ways in Hawaii. When Ohana Church began, 
one of the biggest issues they faced was many people being with-
out jobs, but God is providing jobs for them. Families are be-
ing restored, and lives are being changed. The church has been 
able to connect with the Hilo High Football team, where Zeke is 
a running backs coach, and serve the players, coaches, and their 
families. This is the third year the church has partnered with the 
football team, and this year many of the players and managers 
were able to be part of Youth Camp! God continues to give con-
nection within the community and open doors to take the Gospel 
throughout Hawaii, the Pacific, and the world. 

We know that when God plants a church, it is never just about 
the church but the city and the people of that city. One of the 
ways the Tomasellis have personally seen this lived out has been 
through the adoption of their two, soon to be three, sons. When 
God brought this family to Hilo, He also had these three boys 
on His heart! This is an amazing picture of God’s redemption 
in the lives of His children! This process has also revealed the 
heart of Ohana Church Family. Because of the investment of 
Hope Church, Ohana Church is able to love people to the beauty 
of Christ!

Connect with Ohana Church at OhanaChurch.com 



“HE CHANGES A
WILDERNESS INTO A 

POOL OF WATER
AND A DRY LAND INTO 
SPRINGS OF WATER”  

PSALM 107:35 
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THE BEST IS

YET TO COME

Over the last decade and a half, an incredible foundation has been established that positions Hope 
Church for the bright future God has for us! 
 
In 2016, we embraced God’s invitation to join Him in reaching our city, the West, and the world with 
the gospel. To all those who were a part of that through an investment of time, talent, or treasure, 
Thank You!  Thank you for your sacrifice, ownership, and example!  Thank you for your passion to 
see God’s kingdom expanded to the ends of the earth!  The stories and statistics celebrated through 
this report are yet another reminder that we are a part of something that is so much bigger than us…
The Kingdom of God!   
 
As we continue into 2017, may knowing Jesus continue to be the ultimate pursuit of our lives and 
may His life in us lead us to pray desperately, live generously, serve passionately, and love uncondi-
tionally.   
 
After all, the best is yet to come!

“GOD DELIVERED US SO WE WOULD HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH HIM THROUGH 
WHICH HE COULD CARRY OUT HIS MISSION TO REDEEM A LOST WORLD.  ONLY 
THE POWER OF GOD CAN FREE US FROM OUR NATURAL SELF- CENTEREDNESS AND 
REORIENT US TOWARD THE MISSION OF GOD.” HENRY BLACKABY 
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